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  Past o rÕs D esk  
The Church began in t he east  among Greek-speaking Jews, and so t he language of 
t he ancient  church was Greek. The ri t es of t he Church, such as bapt ism and t he 
Eucharist , were called mysteries of t he church, and t hey st i ll are in t he Eastern 
Church.  
Mystery is a Greek word that  was often used in philosophical and relig ious 
discussions to refer to knowledge t hat  was once unclear, but  is now revealed. The 
actual Greek word is mysterion in t he singular, mysteria in t he plural. 
In our Christ ian underst and ing we believed t hat  we are gradually being 
t ransformed into t he likeness of our Lord. Part  of th is t ransformat ion is the way we 
live our lives as agents of GodÕs providence among t he people of the world, and 
par t  of i t  t akes place in t he ri tes and ceremonies of the church. All of these ri tes and 
ceremonies reveal t ruth to us t hat  was once obscure, so they are called mysteries. 
By t he end of th ird century, Lat in had overt aken Greek as t he language of common 
people in t he western half of the Roman Empire. The word mysteria was a problem. 
There was no Lat in word t hat  corresponded to i t . They could have t ransli terated 
t he Greek word into Lat in as mysterium, and t hey often did t hat , but  t hat  d id not  
solve the problem so much as avoid i t , because most Lat in-speaking people st i ll had 
no idea what i t  meant . Therefore western  Christ ian scholars used the word 
sacramentum to t ranslate mysteria. These scholars included Tertullian, who was one 
of the earliest  Lat in t heologians, and Jerome, who t ranslated t he Bible into Lat in 
about a hundred years later.  
But  where did t hey get  t h is word and why did t hey choose i t?  They borrowed i t  
from the Roman Army. A recrui t  for the Roman army became a sold ier by 
undergoing a sacramentum. The sacramentum had two parts: t he sold ier took an 
oat h of office, and t he Army branded him behind t he ear w it h t he number of his 
legion. The sacramentum resulted in new responsib il i t ies and new advant ages. The 
soldier acquired t he responsib il i ty for conforming to mili t ary d iscipline and 
obeying m ili t ary commands. He also acquired social and legal benefi t s, because 
living condi t ions in t he Roman Army were very good and veterans received special 
privileges and benefi t s. Ancient  Lat in t heologians seized upon sacramentum as the 
best  Lat in equivalent  of the Greek word mystery when i t  referred to a church ri te, 
because the church ri te is simultaneously spir i tual and physical, and because t he 
person who undergoes t he sacrament simultaneously receives new responsib il i t ies 
and a new spir i tual status before God. 
So that  is how t he word sacrament  came into Christ ian t heology in t he west . 
Want  to learn more?  
Join us for our Generat ion of Fai t h: Journey Toget her!  The topic is t he ÒAnoint ing of 
t he Sick.Ó We meet  t h is Sunday after t he 10:30 mass, we will have lunch fi rst  



sponsored by ÒRitaÕs Mexican RestaurantÓ and Tuesday night , we w ill have dinner 
fi rst  and t hen w ill star t  our session. 

 Fr. Luis 

Confirmation 
Preparat ion classes for t hose w ishing to 
receive t he sacrament  of Confi rmat ion 
next  May are in progress.  If you would 
like to be a par t  of th is process please 
join us in t he rectory on October 22 at  
6:30pm.  Those who have not  yet  
at tended will not  be accepted in t he 
program after t he Oct . 22 meet ing. 
 

Youth Group News 
YOUTH GROUP has st arted again for 
Junior High. This year we will meet  on 
Fridays from 6:30-8:00 pm.  If you have 
quest ions feel free to call Liz at  441-1982. 

Chi l dr enÕs L i tur gy  of  the 
Wor d 
Adult  volunteers are needed to lead and  
assist  in t h is great  and reward ing  
minist ry for our children.  Leaders rotat e 
each Sunday, and you will lead about  
once a mont h.  No experience is 
required.  Train ing and all mater ials are 
provided.  If you con offer about 30 
minutes a mont h during mass and a li t t le 
ext ra preparat ion t ime, please consider 
shar ing your love of God wit h our 
younger par ishioners.  Please cont act  
Genoveva Gomez at  476-0203. 

 

Mass Int ent ions f o r  t he Week  

Sun. Oct . 14    8:30am      +Frank &  
Mary Knapp 
   10:30am     +Jim Rydz 
Tues. Oct . 16 8:30am      Int . of Bet ty 
May 
Wed. Oct . 17 8:30am        +Sarah 
Spadoni &  
          +Gino Spadoni , Sr. 

Plate Collection Report 
Donat ions in t he collect ions t aken t he 
weekend of October 6/ 7 totaled $3618.  
Our Finance Commit tee est imates t hat  
t he average weekly collect ion needed to 
pay our b ills and st aff is $3140.00.  Thank 
you for your cont inuing support . $1220 
was given for Restorat ion and Repair. 
  
Worldwide Marr iage Encounter  
"Sing to t he Lord a new song, for He has 
done wondrous deeds"   (Today' s Psalm). 
Let  God work wonders in your Marriage.  
The next  local Cat holic Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekends are: 
October 19-21 and November 9-11, 2007. 
For more informat ion or to register , 
cont act  Paul &  Stephanie Francois at  
(209) 836-5443 or Email: 
PaulandSteph@pacbell.net . 
 

O ur W ebsite 
sacredheartweb.org  
Last  Sunday Fat her Luis spoke about t he 
need for catechesis and how all Cat holics 
are called to grow in knowledge and  
fai t h. We are in t he final stages of 
preparat ion for a new year of 
Generat ions of Fai t h. There is a link on 
our par ish web si te if you are interested  
in f ind ing out  more about t hat  program . 
Whet her or not  you part icipate in t he 
Generat ions of Fai t h program, t here are 
a mult i tude of resources on t he 
sacredheartweb.org si t e to assist  you in 
your journey of fai t h. This week we would 
like to d irect  you to one page i n 
par t icular. Under t he RESOURCES tab you 
can select , Update Your Fai t h and find  
11 links to a w ide variety of topics. 
Why would you want  to use the parish 
web si te to grow in knowledge and  



fai t h? The answer is best  g iven by 
quot ing from the U.S. Bishops 
document , In Support  of Catechet ical 
Minist ry. " We live in a count ry that  
prizes educat ion, has access to count less 
resources, encourages people to get  
involved in community efforts, and is 
obviously seeking to feed i t s spir i tual 
hungers. The Church in t he Uni ted  
States is experiencing a period of new 
vi t ali ty in which adult  Cat holic lai ty are 
exercising greater leadership . 
Technology is reshaping t he way we live 
and work, offering new and promising  
ways of proclaim ing t he Gospel. 
We live in an increasingly secular and  
materialist ic society, which is often at  
odds w i t h our Christ ian messages and  
values. The emphasis on ind ividual 
r ights has eroded t he concep t of the 
common good and our ab il i ty to call 
people to accept  revealed teaching t hat  
cannot be changed by democrat ic 
process. The disint egrat ion of the 
community and social st ructures t hat  

once supported relig ious fai t h and  
encouraged family life has been replaced 
by a media- and t echnology-driven 
culture t hat  makes catechesis especially 
d i ff icult . Relig ious inst ruct ion and  
catechesis compete against  
enter t ainment  and sports for t ime in 
people' s busy lives.  
Catechists today face t he d iff icult  task of 
proclaim ing t he good news of Christ  
Jesus in such a way t hat  i t  w ill be heard , 
accept ed , and aut hent ically understood 
in t his culture. They must reach out  to 
t hose who are unevangelized and  
uncat echized , as well as work wit h t he 
large numbers of people today who have 
not  been fully catechized. We wri te to 
offer our support  to t hose involved in t h is 
challeng ing m inist ry."  
It  is our hope t hat  in some small way, 
sacredheartweb.org w ill support  t he 
mission laid out  by the bishops. Please 
set  aside some t ime from your busy 
schedule to explore t he opportuni t ies 
t hat  are available on our parish web si te.

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR OCTOBER 20/ 21 ( Th i r d  Sunday)  
 READERS USHERS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS     ALTAR SERVERS 
5 pm Sat     Diane Stoecken/  Ralph Mart inel li  Peg Kirkpat rick/ Lupe Barret t  Kenny Adelsperger CB 
 Darla Notman           Daniel / Alvaro 
8:30  am Sun Claire Camozzi Dan Frei tas Elizabeth Simovich Kathryn Dai ley  CB 
 Tom Halliday  Chuck Pet rusha Catherine McGibbon/ Morgan 
Dailey 
10:30am Sun George Frey/  Amy Di l lon-Sewell  Tom Kingshill / Pam McFarland Jenna McKenny CB 
  Judy Frey Paul Riecke Pat  Davis/ Pat  Walsh Taylor &  Carl i  McKenny 
   Kel ly Hake 


